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STOKESLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


FOR 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  on  the  mortality  and  sanitary  condition  of  your  district  for  the  year  1900. 

There  have  been  261  births  registered  during  the  past  year,  against  274  in  the  previous  one,  giving  a  birth¬ 
rate  of  23.47  J.ooo,  against  an  average  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  of  26.68  per  1,000,  as  shewn  by  Table  I. 
The  births  consist  of  134  boys  and  127  girls. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  183  deaths  registered  in  the  District,  against  170  in  the  previous  one, 
giving  a  death-rate  of  16.45  per  1,000.  This  number  requires  correction.  A  case  of  scarlet  fever  from  Yarm 
died  in  the  Stockton  hospital,  and  was  registed  in  that  District ;  this  makes  the  correct  number  of  deaths 
belonging  to  the  District  184,  giving  a  death-rate  of  16.54  per  1,000  ;  slightly  higher  than  the  average  for  the 
last  ten  years,  viz.,  16.48  per  1,000,  (Table  I.).  98  males  and  85  females  died  during  the  year. 

The  deaths  have  thus  been  distributed  over  the  District  according  to  the  corrected  list : — 


Stokesley 

28, 

giving  a  death-rate  of 

18.5  per  1,0 

Great  Ayton 

35. 

9  9  99 

20.26  ,, 

Yarm 

43. 

9  9  9  9 

26.74 

Broughton  .  . 

6, 

9  9  9  9 

1 1-9 

H  utton 

10, 
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12,18  ,, 

Whorlton 

2, 

9  9  9  9 

4.62 

Remainder  of  the  District 

54. 

9  9  9  9 

iJ-3 

Workhouse  . . 

6. 

By  examining  Table  II.  you  will  notice  that  the  number  of  deaths  at  Yarm  and  Great  Ayton  are  a  good 
deal  over  the  average.  At  Yarm  there  has  been  an  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever,  which  has  accounted  for  three 
deaths  ;  there  was  also  one  from  diphtheria,  and  one  from  influenza.  At  Ayton  there  was  an  outbreak  of 
influenza,  which  accounted  for  two  deaths,  and  there  was  also  one  from  erysipelas.  Except  for  these  causes 
there  is  nothing  especially  to  account  for  the  increase. 

At  Stokesley  it  is  the  exact  average,  whilst  in  the  rest  of  the  District  it  is  below. 

The  deaths  from  the  Zymotic  diseases  that  have  to  be  notified  consist  of  three  from  scarlet  fever,  (including 
the  one  that  died  out  of  the  District),  one  from  diphtheria,  all  belonging  to  Yarm  :  one  from  erysipelas,  at 
Great  Ayton  ;  making  five  altogether,  against  one  the  previous  year. 

On  examining  Table  IV.  you  will  notice  there  has  been  one  death  from  whooping-cough,  seven  from 
influenza,  six  from  phthisis,  two  from  other  tubercular  diseases,  eleven  from  cancer,  twenty-seven  from  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  organs,  and  twenty-one  from  heart  disease. 

The  deaths  in  the  District  have  occurred  at  the  subjoined  ages : — 
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There  have  been  twenty-nine  deaths  under  a  year  old,  giving  a  death-rate  of  114.94  per  1,000  births 
registered,  against  a  rate  of  149.63  per  1,000  for  last  year,  or  an  average  rate  of  1 16.95  for  the  last  ten  years. 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

There  have  been  notified  during  the  past  year,  as  you  will  perceive  by  Table  III.,  eighty-seven  cases, 
against  twenty-nine  in  the  previous  one.  This  is  the  largest  number  since  the  Act  came  into  force  in  March, 
1893.  They  consist  of — 

84  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  viz. :  50  at  Yarm,  14  at  Ayton.  7  at  Seamer,  6  at  Hilton,  4  at 
Niinthorpe,  2  at  Hutton,  and  i  at  Stokesley ; 

I  case  of  diphtheria  at  Yarm  ; 

I  case  of  erysipelas  at  Ayton  ; 

I  case  of  typhoid  at  Brougbtoni. 

The  outbreak  of  scarlet  fever  at  Yarm  commenced  in  February,  and  has  continued  through  the  whole  year. 
The  origin  is  very  difficult  to  trace  ;  but  having  broken  out,  it  was  very  easily  spread, — 

Firstly:  On  account  of  there  being  no  Infectious  Hospital.  Arrangements  were  made  after  it 
had  got  a  start,  to  admit  cases  into  the  Stockton  Infectious  Ilospital.  This  was  at  first 
however,  unfortunately  often  full. 

Secondly  :  The  narrow  yards,  and  two  or  three  cottages  in  each  having  to  join  at  conveniences. 

Thirdly :  The  cottages  often  have  only  two  bedrooms  without  a  fire-place,  and  the  patient  was 
therefore  nursed  in  the  kitchen. 

Fourthly  :  The  outbreak  being  as  a  rule  of  a  mild  character,  it  was  impossible  to  keep  friends 
and  relations  away,  and  thus  the  disease  was  spread. 

Fifthly  :  It  was  impossible  to  arrange  for  the  healthy  children  to  be  boarded  out,  and  it  would 
not  have  been  right  to  have  kept  them  in. 

The  above  remarks  apply  especially  to  Yarm.  but  are  applicable,  perhaps  not  in  the  same  degree,  to  other 
parts  of  the  District,  especially  parts  of  Stokesley  and  Ayton.  They  can  only  be  remedied  by  an  Isolation 
Hospital  for  the  District,  or  making  arrangements  for  about  half-a-dozen  beds  to  be  kept  vacant  at  either  the 
Stockton  or  Middlesbrough  Hospitals. 

From  Yarm  the  outbreak  spread  to  Hilton  and  Seamer  ;  and  also  caused  the  second  outbreak  at  Ayton. 

The  first  outbreak  in  Avton  I  think  must  have  been  brought  by  visitors. 

Your  Inspector  has  supplied  all  cases  with  disinfectants,  and  afterwards  thoroughly  fumigated  the  houses 
with  carbolic  He  has  tried  to  impress  upon  people  that  they  must  not  go  into  the  houses,  and  has  helped  in 
every  way  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

Measles  and  whooping-cough  have  been  prevalent  in  several  parts  of  the  District. 


Water. 

The  water  supply  at  Yarm  is  from  the  Middlesbrough  and  Stockton  Water  Company,  and  is  convenient  in 
its  distribution. 

In  the  larger  villages  it  is  fron-i  public  pumps,  and  in  severa;!  cases  the  people  have  a  long  way  to  carry  it. 

This  makes  them  careful  in  its  use,  and  if  they  have  not  a  rain  water  tub,  tends  to  prevent  that  personal 
cleanliness  which  is  so  conducive  to  health.  I  think  that  if  some  of  the  villages  would  combine,  water  might 
be  collected  on  the  hills  and  distributed  to  the  bouses  by  pipes. 

The  water  on  the  whole  is  good,  but  very  hard. 

Some  of  the  out -lying  hamlets  and  farm-houses  are  supplied  by  streams.  These  are  gradually  getting 
protected  from  contamination.  Still  a  good  deal  requires  to  be  done  in  this  direction. 

The  water  supply  from  the  various  public  pumps  has  been  attended  to,  and  a  good  supply  maintained. 

At  Great  Ayton,  the  well  near  the  Buck  Hotel  has  been  deepened,  and  the  pump  now  gives  a  good  supply. 

At  Broughton,  Blue  Hall  well  pump  has  been  supplied  with  a  new  working  barrel. 

At  Swainby,  the  village  pump  has  been  moved  to  a  more  convenient  place  and  repaired. 

At  Bilsdale,  a  good  supply  has  been  carried  in  2-inch  earthenware  pipes  from  the  spring  to  Cross  Holme, 
Avhere  it  was  much  needed. 

At  Bilsdale  Hall  and  the  houses  below  nothing  has  yet  been  done  to  protect  the  water  from  the  spring 
being  polluted. 

At  Orra,  a  good  spring  is  wasted  for  domestic  use,  needing  protection  from  pollution. 


Drainage. 

At  Great  Ayton  the  new  sewage-disposal  has  worked  out  well ;  less  complaints  being  made  as  to  the  foul  smells 
from  the  man-hole  covers.  This  may  be  accounted  for  in  two  ways.  Firstly  :  by  the  sewer-flushing  and  general 
better  Avorking  of  the  sewers  ;  and  secondly  :  by  providing  and  suspending  in  cages  in  the  man-holes  where 
most  complained  of  a  deodorizer,  soluble  in  a  current  of  air.  This  has  been  carried  out  at  the  expense  and 
under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Simpson,  (District  Councillor).  Owing  to  the  roads  at  Ayton  requiring  repairs,  it 
has  been  found  necessary  to  raise  and  re-set  some  of  the  covers  of  the  man-holes  and  flushing  chambers,  and 
where  the  man-holes  had  high  ventilation  shafts  provided  the  covers  have  been  closed.  An  inspection 
chamber  has  been  fixed  at  the  corner  of  Eaton’s  Row,  giving  facilities  for  flushing  and  cleansing.  The 
drainage  from  the  premises  occupied  by  Mr.  Geo.  Dixon,  Senior,  on  the  High  Green,  is  still  unconnected  with 
the  main  sewer — the  drain  passing  into  an  old  culvert  under  the  Friends’  Meeting  House — the  agent  of  the 
adjoining  private  property  objecting  to  allow  the  drain  to  pass  through,  as  planned  and  provided  for  by  the 
governors  of  the  Friends’  School  and  approved  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

At  Stokesley,  on  the  South  side,  from  Commercial  Row  corner  to  Bakehouse  Lane  the  sewer  has  been 
re-laid,  and  a  flushing  chamber  provided. 

At  Swainby,  the  main  sewer  outlet  was  choked  near  the  outlet,  and  had  to  be  re-laid,  with  better 
gradient. 

At  Faceby,  the  sewer  at  the  South  end  of  the  village  has  been  extended  55  yards  with  6-inch  pipes. 

At  Hilton,  the  old  sewer  has  been  re-laid  and  extended  with  sanitary  pipes. 

[4] 


At  Scamer,  the  sewage  at  the  South  entrance  still  flows  by  the  side  of  the  highway,  past  the  blacksmith’s 
shop.  It  is  a  great  nuisance. 

At  Yami,  the  sewer  outlet  in  Strickland’s  Wynd  has  been  re-laid.  In  West  Street,  owing  to  the  heavy 
roller  breaking  down  the  shallow  drains,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  deviate  and  re-lay  the  drains  from  Mrs. 
Gibson’s  and  Mrs.  Pattison’s  property. 

At  Kirklevington,  the  matter  of  sewage  is  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  state,  owing  to  the  opposition  of  Mr. 
Wm.  Richardson  (present  owner)  objecting  to,  or  not  allowing  to  be  carried  out,  the  arrangements  and  works 
<jf  disposal  agreed  to  and  partly  provided  and  the  work  done  by  his  father,  (the  late  Thomas  Richardson,  Esq.) ; 
also  by  interfering  with  the  main  sewer  below  the  settling  tank,  and  so  flooding  his  own  undrained  land. 
An  Inspector  from  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Turner)  held  an  inquiry  in  June,  and  visited  the  place, 
when  he  found  the  ground  flooded,  owing  to  the  outlet  of  the  tank  being  stopped  by  the  removal  of  pipes. 
'I'he  tank  was  opened  and  cleaned  out  in  July,  when  it  was  found  that  the  internal  arrangements  had  been 
interfered  with  and  altered  ;  they  were  not  in  accordance  with  the  plan  sanctioned  by  the  Sanitary  Authority. 
Since  then  the  pipes  below  the  tank,  which  were  restored  to  their  places,  have  again  been  removed,  and  the 
land  flooded. 

At  Broughton,  there  is  required  a  drain  to  take  away  the  sewage  by  the  side  of  the  road  at  the  high  end  of 
tlie  village  and  running  into  the  stream,  near  Newark  Hoggarth’s  farm. 

.At  Kirb}',  there  is  no  drain  from  the  house  occupied  by  Green. 

At  Hilton,  there  is  a  collection  of  sewage  on  the  roadside  from  the  farm  occupied  by  Mr.  Robinson 


Plans  have  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  and  approved,  for  alterations  to  Buck  Hotel,  Great  A)i:on  , 
also  for  two  new  houses  for  Messrs.  Harbottle  Bros.,  in  California. 

.At  Great  Broughton,  for  alterations  to  Black  Horse  Inn,  and  for  a  dwelling  for  Mr.  G.  Kirby. 

.At  Hutton,  for  a  dwellinghouse  in  Enterpen  for  Mr.  Clarkson. 

In  parishes  where  plans  are  not  required  to  be  deposited,  e.g., — Nunthorpe :  several  cottages  have  been 
built,  and  alterations  made  to  Nunthorpe  Hall ;  in  Bilsdale,  new  houses  at  Orra  and  the  Green. 

.A  magistrate’s  order  has  been  needed  for  the  closing  or  repairing  of  a  house  at  Swainby,  the  “  Blacksmith’s 
.Arms.”  It  was  effectual  for  repairs. 


Scavenging  has  been  well  attended  to. 

At  Yarm,  the  difficulty  of  disposing  of  rubbish  other  than  agricultural  manure  is  a  great  trouble.  Many 
privy  middens  are  still  too  large.  If  the  drains  were  flushed  and  ventilated,  cemented  joints,  sanitary  pipes, 
and  inspection  chambers  put  in,  I  should  recommend  an  increase  in  the  number  of  water-closets,  as  there  is  a 
plentiful  supply  of  water.  At  present  it  would  be  dangerous. 

At  Stokesley,  the  ground  for  a  manure-deposit  is  a  great  difficulty.  The  accumulations  are  only  required 
at  certain  times  of  the  year,  and  taken  away  by  the  agriculturalists,  at  their  convenience  ;  and  the  separated 
non-manural  part  of  the  accummulation  (pots,  tins,  stones,  &:c.)  is  a  great  nuisance,  and  causes  general  untidyness 
to  the  side  of  the  road.  I  am  glad  to  say  the  use  of  pan  closets  has  increased. 


Your  Inspector  has  found  the  cow-sheds,  dairies  and  slaughter-houses  satisfactory.  There  are  no  special 
bye-laws  in  relation  to  them. 

There  has  been  no  special  action  necessary  in  regard  to  meat,  fish,  vegetables,  and  fruit. 

This,  gentlemen,  concludes  my  report,  which  I  trust  is  satisfactory. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Wm.  M.  yeoman, 

M.  O.  H. 
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Stokesley  Rural  District  Council. 
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Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  jjublic  institutions  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities,  according  to  addresses  of  the  deceased. 


The  cases  from  \  arm  have  been  removed  to  the  Stockton  Hospital.  The  one  at  Nunthorpe,  to  Middlesbrough. 
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Table  HI. 

STOKESLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1900. 


Table  IV 


STOKESLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1900. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  whole 

SUBJOINED 

District  at 

Ages. 

Deaths  in  Localities. 

(at  all  Ages). 

W  orkhouse. 

All  ages. 

j  Under  1. 

{  1  and  under  5. 
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65  and  upwards. 
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kH 
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Whorlton. 

Remainder  of 
District. 
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1 

1 

1 
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